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MOTOR LI FE ...the magazine first to accurately predict 


the new compact cars... for years the leader in advance news from Detroit... 


NOW BRINGS YOU ACTION-PACKED... 


RACING COVERAGE! 


e MOTOR LIFE Magazine intro- 


duces a new racing section edited by Bob 
Russo, one of the nation’s foremost auto 
racing writers. Exciting stories on drags, 
stocks, championship cars, sprints, midg- 
ets and sports cars are brought to you in 
thrilling detail, fully illustrated by racing’s 
finest photographers. All this, plus regu- 
lar authoritative automotive features, new 
car tests and technical articles. 


ON SALE 
AT NEWSSTANDS NOW! 
DON’T MISS IT! 


















Again at Nassau 


McCulloch 


is champion 


For the second straight year McCulloch won the Overall International Trophy Race at 
Nassau’s Grand Prix. 

McCulloch Kart engines also scored first place wins in all A, B and C modified classes, 
(the recognized top racing events), took 12 out of a possible 13 money positions, 
and won every event they entered. 


Only McCulloch can claim these championship honors: 


OVERALL INTERNATIONAL TROPHY RACE ... .Won first 4 places 


UD wscccnacesactsasscdesed Won first 3 places 
MODIFIED CLASS B .....- eee reece eee ee nnee Won first 3 places 
SY GEE Gs coke cee nvcasasiusene Won first, third piaces 


You can count on McCulloch when you want to win the “big” ones. Choose the new 
MC-6 or the powerful MC-10, proven champions on major tracks around the world. 


Go with the Champions. Go with McCulloch. 1) 


Dealer inquiries invited, write: McCulloch Corporation, 6101 W. Century Bivd., Los Angeles 45, Dept. 8C-5 
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They insist that you send in your 
Subscription today. 


The livelihood of these charming 
and oft-times beauteous ladies 
depends on your wanting to get 
your copy of R&C days ahead of 
when it appears on the newsstand. 
These curvaceous damsels want. you 
to get regular coverage of the 

big Championship Drags, Auto Shows, 
Bonneville and Kart Races. They 

are anxious that you be well versed 
in customizing and engine hop up 
techniques as well as the way a 
new model car can be restyled 
often before that car is on the 
highway. It is important to them 
that your appetite for humor is 
satisfied through the regular 
cartoens and stories appearing 

only in Rod & Custom 


Don't 
disappoint 
them. 
SUBSCRIBE 
Now! 


5959 hollywood bivd. 
hollywood 28, california 
enclosed is $3.00 for 18 months [| 


name 


address 











the starting line ~py the editor 


A’ THIS WRITING, as the year 1960 fades to obscurity, we are 

reminded by blaring headlines, National Safety Council esti- 
mates and “Sigalert” traffic bulletins interrupting soft music from 
the radio that death takes no holiday. The general public has taken 
an attitude of “See No Evil” over the mounting number of traffic 
fatalities and injuries occuring across the land. We, as automotive 
enthusiasts must show a greater concern. We are generally viewed 
by our friends and relations as oracles of knowledge when it comes 
to what may be wrong with “the old bus”— let us take advantage 
of our position to stress installation and use of safety equipment, 
sound mechanical condition for cars with special emphasis on 
brakes, lights, etc., and especially good driving habits. 

Our feature Off the Sketchpad, 
resumed in last month’s issue, is 
meeting with instant, enthusiastic 
response, Stylist Tom Daniel, right, 
has many goodies up his talented 
sleeve for upcoming articles and 
we feel certain this may well be- 
come one of our most worthwhile 
projects for customizing enthusi- 
asts. In order that we may more et 


YTS ea 


successfully please the greatest 

number of readers we are soliciting =, <- 

your help. Drop a postcard to — 

“Sketchpad” c/o R&C, 5959 Holly- — > 

wood Blvd., Hollywood 28, Califor- a 

nia, letting us know what make and ~— 

model, year, body style, etc. you would like to see appear in forth- 

coming episodes of our practical and informative styling section. 
Tension is mounting here at the publishing company offices as 

the new year draws nigh and the annual Big Bear Hare & Hound 

run looms but days away. With butterflies flitting about our lower 

regions we are preparing to enter the run as a part of a new cycle 

test for our next issue, We’ll be on a “big bike” this trip, running 

in fast company with half a dozen cohorts from here at the com- 

pany who figure this as their top brand of pleasure. The Bear Chase 

is the big one for bikes and an ideal place to check out the whalin’ 

500ce Matchless. Bring around your liniment and sympathy, join 

us in a bull session about the run and see the rest of the stuff on 

tap for May...more on the Ford engines by Les Ritchey, Part II 

of the engine swap, mini-bikes, a report on car shows and a sur- 


prise or two @ lynn wineland 
ROD & CUSTOM 
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Up to the minute design in good looks, the 
all new Flea is a handler from the word 
go. Specifications are of the highest stand- 
ards with the height 31”, length 46”, 
Hands Aluminum Wheels, 12” knobby 
tires, and chain driven jack shaft (with 
chain guard). Mechanical spot disc brake 
is another exclusive feature, with motorcycle throttle and brake grips, and a seat made of 
4” foam rubber that can take any size man, woman and child. Total weight a surprising 
60 ibs. One outstanding feature is the fact that 2 models are available —the Flea with an 
A-400 Clinton or the Super Flea with the potent Mc-6 engine, both come completely 
equipped with clutch and starter. A package such as this is hard to beat at any man's 
price. Write for full particulars on another “first” from Bug—the Flea and/or Super Flea. 
Prices start at $169.00 














| le Dealer inquiries invited - Write for complete information to: 


< 


Engineering 330 SOUTH IRWINDALE AVE. RC-4 AZUSA, CALIF. 
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OUR READERS WRITE -or wrong 





CORN COUNTRY DEFENDER 


I am writing to you in regard to the 
letter which you published in your 
November issue, The letter written by 
one Rod Boyt, was very nasty to we 
Iowa boys, who like fine machinery as 
well as any East or West boy does, 

I suppose the very fine coupe on page 
26 was an example of the customs and 
rods Rod is sick of. This coupe is not 
only very well built but it exemplifies 
other such iron that rolls on our high- 
ways. Maybe we are behind the East 
and West, but you must remember we 
live in a rural (more or less) area, 
Money for fixing up a car comes few 
and far between on a farm, especially 
when ‘you have to save it for college 
and such. As for the dragster, I think 
we could be a little bit farther along 
than we are at the present, Although 
our dragsters are slow we have many 
modified roadsters and coupes that really 
move through the traps. One I am think- 
ing of is a “T” with a GMC “6” and 
five carbs. We also have some very hot 
stocks and super stocks. 
Robert Phippen Adair, Iowa 

LIVE AND LET LIVE 
I have been a subscriber and fan of 
R&C for quite some time and I enjoy 
each and every copy very much, I espe- 
cially enjoy reading your “Our Readers 
Write — or Wrong” section. 

When I finished reading my January 
1961 issue of R&C, I thought someone 
should put Mr. Mike Rundall down. I 
ordinarily wouldn’t write, but every 
once in a long while something rubs me 
wrong and I felt that something should 
be said or done about it. I don’t see how 
Mr. Rundall can go around judging any- 
body’s work, do you? With his letter, 
you printed a drawing he sent in, To 
him, and many other people, including 
me, his drawing looks pretty good, but 
to the people who don’t like this particu- 
lar car it probably doesn’t look too goo. 
I wouldn’t expect them to write in and 
say “it is the ugliest thing I’d ever 





seen,” as Mike Rundall did. I just fail 
to see his position of judging other 
people’s work, Why not let it be “To 
each his own,” Mike? I enjoy your mag 
very much and am looking for the next 
issue. 


Nick Nicholson Rawleigh, N. C. 
SUN DRENCHED “SHOOSH”’ DRIVER 

I am enclosing some photos of my ’53 

Studebaker. I call it RESTLESS. I 

achieved the unusual front end effect 

by removing the front bumper and plac- 

ing a 54 DeSoto grille and removing 





every other tooth. It is painted ’60 
Cadillac Pelham Blue. I have a ’56 
Studebaker Hawk, I have a record play- 
er in RESTLESS that is made possible 
by a converter. 

continued on p. 10 
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ROD ANNUAL. See this great new book for the 


latest information on: 


ENGINE REWORKING: 


How oa series of engine modifications will serve 
to develop greater torque ond horsepower in 
your engine. Read about overhead valves... 
what they do and whot they can be made to do. 
You don't have to be ao mechanical marvel with 
this book at your side... engine modifications 
are fun and easy. 


ENGINE SWAPPING: 


Engine swapping, the secret of adding hidden 
power to your cor. If you're not sotisfied with 
the performance potential of your present engine, 
here's how to replace it with o real racehorse 
worker. Selecting a ready-made motor for your 
cor is easy... when you know how. 


ELECTRICAL CIRCUITS: 


Since every post-1956 American built automo- 
bile boosts o 12-volt electrical system, replacing 
vintage engines with modern ones requires vari- 
ous el tory adjust ts. Here is the chapter 
that tells you what these adjustments ore and 
how they are accomplished. 


AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSIONS: 


Until recently there wasn't an automatic trans- 
mission equal to the task of holding the torque 
of a hot engine ond standing up under the fast 
speeds at which today's modern rods ore capable. 
if you're seeking smooth, positive, no-clash 
shifting with a dependable life, read this first. 


SYNCROMESH TRANSMISSIONS : 


Frequently the greoter torque of the hotter new 
power plants literally tears ao standard transmis- 
sion apart. Now the ideal transmission for both 
drag racing and street driving has been perfected. 
It's called syncromesh and it's hot. Here's the 
secret of its instollati Pp d from A-Z. 
BLOWERS: 

For those who aren't familiar with ‘hot rod-ese"’ 
a blower is a supercharger. And they have been 
@ part of hot rodding for many yeors, byt until 
recently they were seen only rarely and were for 
from successful. Modern day hot rodding has seen 
blowers come into their own. This chapter tells 
you why. 
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HOT ROD ANNUAL 


Use it as a master reference to provide you with 
scores of ideas you can use. You'll find all the how, 


seeaeeeeeeeneeeenees 





FLOOR-SHIFT CONVERSIONS: 

if you've been looking for a painless method of 
modifying o syncromesh transmission with a floor- 
shift, here's the answer... floor shift conver- 
sion kits. A fraction of a second lost in making 
o shift con cut your acceleration as surely as an 
engine stall at the starting line. Here's how to 
ovoid it. 


COMPETITION CLUTCHES: 

Tired of replacing broken clutch parts? The sim- 
ple installation of a competition clutch ends this 
problem. Regular clutches aren't designed for the 
power load of o hot rod. But these clutches are. 
From the light flywheel to the powerful pressure 
plotes, this clutch modification con be performed 
at home. 


READY-MADE ROD PARTS: 

A drag racer doesn't have to be ao chossis de- 
signer, metollurgist, welder, and machinist these 
days to have a dragster as good as any against 
which he will have to compete. All he hos to 
do is buy the parts he needs and assemble them, 
as he would any other do-it-yourself kit. 


CARBURETION SYSTEMS: 

Carburetors are most efficient when working with 
in their design limits, but their efficiency folls 
off rapidly when these limits ore exceeded. This 
chapter gives you all the information you need 
to lick your carburetion problems for good... 
providing better performance in your rod. 


FUEL INJECTION: 

At least three American companies are in the 
business of manufacturing fuel injectors for com- 
petition engines. Fuel injection is popular for a 
reason . . . it adds more power under that hood, 
and adds that power in o hurry. Here are the 
easy to follow A-Z's of basic hopping up 
procedures 

—e eee ee ee 


TREND BOOKS agian 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
Rush me my copy of 1961 HOT ROD ANNUAL; 











my 85¢ enclosed with this form. TB-198 
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CARLTON PRESS Dept. Pip 
84 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N. Y. 








1961 
CARS OF THE 
WORLD 


Here's the latest edition of this popul 
automotive yearbook — the most 
comprehensive guide available to the 
newest in cars and automotive 
developments the world over. It presents 
complete facts, photos, specifications 
and prices (both factory and port-of-entry) 
on cars of all nations: every production 
model built for 1961. There are family 
cars, imported cars, sportscars, luxury 
makes, station wagons — automobiles of 
every type and purpose. 
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continued from p. 8 


Enough for show, now for some go: 

I put a ’57 Hawk Speedster engine, with 

a Giovanni % race cam: other than 
that it is stock. 
Charles Chatou 

West Palm Beach Fla. 


@ Mighty fine little “Shoosh", Chuck. Would 
like to have seen another lower grill panel 
grafted on above the grille, tho. 


R&C IN LOAFERS’ BY-LAWS 
I hope when you read this letter that 
you will publish it in your “Readers 
Write or Wrong” column of your fine 
magazine because I am sure that there 
are many more customizing fans that 
feel the way I do. 

I am a man with a limited amount 
of funds so I can’t do great custom jobs 
on my car, but I do enough just to make 
it distinctive. I think that customizing 
cars is an art and should not be put 
on an assembly line as Detroit is doing. 
Detroit designers are supposed to be 
using original ideas on their cars year 
after year. I don’t think that using 
louvres, installing bucket seats, using 
less and less chrome, and frenching in 
the headlights and taillights is being 
original. 

When I do one or more of the above 
things mentioned to my car I don’t 
expect to read in the newspaper that 
Detroit is producing cars by the thou- 
sands with the same ideas on them. 
When you customize a car or see some- 
one else’s car customized you know that 
he has put his own personal touch in 
restyling it, You can be sure that when 
he sees cars coming off the assembly 
line with the same idea that he has put 
into his own car his dreams then seem 
pretty common. 

I feel that if Detroit is left alone long 
enough that there will be no use in hav- 
ing the personal pleasure in customiz- 
ing a car, all of the thrill will be taken 
out of it. 


ROD & CUSTOM 
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I read your magazine every month, 
- it’s a law with the fellows that I loaf 
h with to read every issue, 
- Ernie Grandinette Pittsburgh, Pa. 
RAM FAN SPOTS GOOF 
™ Just finished reading November Rod & 
- Custom and I noticed that on page 71 
id you described the taillights on Poison 
el Ivy as ’58 Dodge taillights. They are 
59 Dodge taillights. Your mag is tops, 
I have been reading it for about a year, 
but sometimes mistakes are made and 
at should be corrected. 
rs Ed Mukihill Brooklyn, N. Y. 
1e ® The car owner listed his lights as ‘58 Dodge. 
re We failed to pick up the discrepancy because 
at of the similarity of the ‘58 and ‘59 units. Sorry. 
nt PORTHOLE PATRIOT 


- I recently bought your new Feb. 1961 
issue of Rod & Custom over at the PX. 


= This is the first time in about a year 
at that I had bought R&C since you went 
yg. on the kart binge. Needless to say, I’m 
be glad to see the karts gone from a terrific 
- mag such as you had going before the 
1g karts sprang up. 
.g All in all it was a fine mag that I 
mn enjoyed until I discovered a slightly 
.g nasty remark you made on page 77. To 
quote: “The Buick company, organized 
in 1901, was started by a maker of bath- 
o~ room fixtures. No further explanation 
rt is necessary.” Boy that made me mad!! 
at I’m a charter member of the Buick Fan 
- Club and no remark like that has ever 
~ made me so hopping mad as when I saw 
A that!! Are you insinuating that Buick’s 
at are tubs?? According to my dusty Auto 
- History book, the 55 Buick Century was 
- the fastest accelerating car with auto- 
ly matic transmission that year. The stick 
ut Century is no slouch, either, A tub, eh? 
= Max Balchowsky and more recently 
Tommy Ivo have been doing things with 
1g Buick mills that would give Chrysler 
» and Chevy owners fits. 
Z- Personally, I used to outdrag Impa- 
en las, Bonnevilles, and Furies from a 


continued on p. 12 
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FARTRIN 


Hundreds of Parts and Karts listed in our Big 
Catalog. All the latest items for Kart and Y% 
Midget Racing. Wheels, axies, helmets, gas 
tanks, engines, carburetors, ‘slicks, frames, 
Steering parts, stuffers, Steen C, steering 
wheels, etc. Send $1.00 teday for catalog! 


CALIFORNIA 
SPEED & SPORT 


296-D Jersey Ave., New Brunswick, N. J. 
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j 5 AT YOUR NEWSSTAND 


Boasting 1001 fully ith ted 

ideas you con use on your cor. if you're 
leoking for an A-Z report on home custom- 
izing and how it's done, you won't want to 
miss this greet new Trend Book. Page after 
poge of the how, whet and whys of cus- 
tomizing....Get it ot your newsstand. 
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continued from p. 11 

standing start at stoplights, when I was 
goaded into it. The car I used was a 
’56 Buick Special, two-barrel V8; with 
a Dynaflow, radio, heater, and power 
seats. It was a four door sedan, too. I 
personally am planning a ’54 hardtop 
coupe, customized, with a healthy % 
race ’58 or later, Buick V8 hooked up to 
a racing Hydramatic. So let’s cut out 
the anti-Buick propaganda, whatsay? 
Any more Buick fans present? 

Doug Howard Keesler AFB, Miss. 


@ Ooh! We hit a sore spot... Our reference 
was to the bountiful use of chromeplated doo 
dads on Buicks of not long past — not to the 
overall shape. Tubs? ... Hmm. 


TOUGH TO SWALLOW 
In regard to the February issue report 
on the Honda some of the Wild West 
stories from the Far East are just a 
little difficult to swallow. 

We are referring to the photo caption 
concerning the 4-cylinder Honda racing 
model. First, we are wondering who the 
top riders are in this country who are 
using them (the fours) for racing — and 
where are they racing them? We did 
see the four turn in a few exhibition 
laps at Sacramento and Los Angeles 
during last year’s national champion- 
ships —but purely exhibition. Dick 
Mann, winner of the 100 mile national 
championship at Laconia in 1960 (on a 
BSA) rode the Honda four in exhibition 
at Watkins Glen, New York and pro- 
ceeded to “unload”. Consequently new 
American Motorcycle Association rul- 
ings forbid any such pre-race exhibi- 
tions of speed. 

We also question the reported top 
speed of “over 150 mph.” John Surtee’s 
Italian-made 4-cylinder 500ce MV 
Agusta, with which he won the world’s 
championship three years in a row, with 
twice the “cubes” of the Honda, and 
running at peak efficiency, has reported 
top speed of approximately 165 mph, and 
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his bike delivers about 65 healthy 
horses, 

We have seen small capacity motor- 
cycles run at better than 150 mph. 
(German ace H. P. Muller at Bonneville 
in 1956, riding an all-out 2-wheeied 
streamlined 125cc NSU racked up a 
speed of 150.3 mph over the kilometer. 
with a 50ce — 3 cubic inch — engine in a 
similar shell he hit 121.7 mph and a 
100cc powerplant rocketed him along at 
138 mph). 

With all due respect to Honda — they 
build some very fine motorcycles — we 
just can’t believe that their 4-cylinder 
racer will top 150 mph. We believe that 
about 125 to 135 mph would be more 
realistic — and that still isn’t slow by 
any means. 

MOTORCYCLIST Magazine 
Bill Bagnall Edito: 


@ You've got us, Willy...We heard that Dick 
Mann had ridden one and a few other top boys 
as well. Now it comes out that these were dem- 
onstration rides only. Honda's fine equipment 
speaks for itself and the successes in competi- 
tion back up their performance. It would seem 
that their sales department is just a bit on the 
“eager” side. Perhaps these gentlemen would 
welcome a supervised and accurate speed trial 
at which their claims might be justified or at 
least vindicated. What do you say? 


100 EASY HORSES 

Just recently I swapped a 1957 De 
Soto Fireflite V-8 into a 1957 Plymouth 
2-door hardtop. This was an easy swap 
and well worth the two days it took. My 
horsepower is increased 100 and the 
performance*is very good. A pair of 
home made traction bars and a 150 
m.p.h. Fury speedometer round out a 
fine road machine. Anyone desiring com- 
plete information should drop me a line 
at this address enclosing a stamped, 
addressed envelope and I will answer 

all letters promptly. 
Art Schmitz W. 2215 Sharp Avenue 
Spokane 11, Wash. 
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INTRODUCTORY 
OFFER 








FOR 
NEW SUBSCRIBERS 
ONLY! 


10 MONTHS OF 
ROD & CUSTOM 
FOR ONLY 


"$2,00 


Frankly, we want to make this special offer to show you 
the advantages of getting ROD & CUSTOM 
every month by mail. 


YOU WILL 

@ Get every copy without interruption 
@ Get your copy earlier 

@ Get your copy delivered to your door 













DON’T DELAY. TAKE THIS SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER; 


CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! 


ROD & CUSTOM MAGAZINE tri stcccs 28, cou 


Sign me up as a new subscriber. Send me the next 10 issues of ROD & CUSTOM for 
only $2.00. 


a en Sapcnamuatsnianniaadl ————————— 
(please print) 
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New Steering Wheels for Karts, Marine, 

Hot Rods, Street Machine. 

Highly chromed plated steel construction. 

All feature plastic grip surface in either black or 
white. Available flat or dished design 

with lightening holes in all models. Come 
complete with hub, cover and attachments. Kart 
size is 12” dia., just $14.00, Others in 13”, 
144%)", 154" dia., only $24.00. Another First by 
MOON Equipment Company, 10820 S. Norwalk 
Bivd., Santa Fe Springs, California. 





The Spalding Super-Loc clutch, designed 
especially for competition, is now available from 
stock with 11 and 12 tooth sprockets for 

#38 roller chain as well as #35 chain, for all 
populor kart engines. Positive connect and 
disconnect of load with locked-in, no-slip 
transmission of full power from engine 

at operating speeds, the SPALDING SUPER-LOC 
kart clutch provides ideal performance for 

all Karting needs. Available direct from factory 
or through your dealer. Spalding Products, 

454 East Duarte Road, Monrovia, California. 





The Micro Cycle is a completely new addition 

to the fast growing “Mini-Bike” field. 

Two models are offered: MC-1 with a 3 hp 

4 cycle, Lauson engine designed for industrial 
use and general transportation. MC-2 is 
powered by a 6 hp Power Products, 2 cycle 
engine — a real competitor in hill climbing, 
scrambles and other sports. The cycle is also 
offered complete less engine for those who 
prefer their own power plant. 

The standard features include a telescoping 
front fork, internal expanding brakes, cast 
aluminum wheels, one inch high-yield tubing, 
Mercury centrifugal clutch. It weighs 65 

pounds; length is 48 inches; height is 33 inches 
overall. The prices are $159.95 for the MC-1; 
$189.95 for the MC-2, F.O.B. Tulsa. For 
additional information, write to Micro Manufac 
turing, Inc., 208 S. Norfolk, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
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Rechargeable Flashlight ideal for Cor Enthusiasts. 
Endless energy en route is recharged into 
the Life Lite Rechargeable Flashlight by means 
of an Auto Charge Adapter plugged into car's 
cigarette lighter. Recharging for 16 hours 
assures driver of more than three months normal 
use — always ready wherever and whenever 

ded on the | t or shortest trips. 
Life Lite is $9.95 in grey, and Auto Charge 
Adapter is $3, and features side magnetic bors 
to grip all metallic surfaces, a luminescent 
on-off switch, and handy carrying strap. 
Life Lite is recharged by the selfsame nickel 
cadmium button cell batteries now providing 
power source for instruments in today’s satellites 
and missiles. Available at better Auto, 
Department ond Hardware stores. 
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Why be a Shiftless Skonk? Hefty shiftin’ 
sticks suitable for grafting on popular long 
levers are now available from Hildebrandt 
Speed Equipment at 10336 Norwalk Bivd. in 
Santa Fe Springs, California. Contains all 

the pieces necessary to really toss a shift 
without worrying whether the lever will bend. 
Write for complete details, models, prices. 
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From the Heart of “AUTOLAND” 


Southern Califorma, NEWHOUSE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES 





AUTO BARGAINS OF THE MONTH 


These Special Prices While Supply LASTS! 



















New High Quality 


gTeer-Pack oes vant 
were UP : <4 
went ve. WOW $4.99 sooess F 










Send Check Cash or Money Order 


5805 EAST BEVERLY BLVD., DEPT. 364 LOS ANGELES 22, CALIF 
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ENGINE SWAP 
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BUILD 

YOUR KART 
AROUND 
INDUS PARTS 


Trailers for karts 
and midget autos 














CATALOG COUPON 


SEND 25¢ TO COVER MAILING AND HANDLING, 
FOR NEW 1961 SURPRISE MONEY-SAVER CATA- 
LOG. 70% BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER. 
EACH CATALOG CONTAINS $1.00 FREE CERTIFI- 
CATE. NEXT ISSUE SENT FREE. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
city ‘ ; . ZONE 
STATE. ... or ae , 
HONEST CHARLEY SPEED 
Box RC 1904 
CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE 


SHOP 

































Undoubtedly the quality muffier in the field 

of high-grade glass packed silencers is the new 
BesTone, designed by Dave Mitchell, originator 
of the Fiber glass stuffed muffiers. Both 

shell and core are heavy 14 gauge steel, 
eliminating rumble inside car, plus up to two 
pounds more ‘glass for greater sound 
absorption. Long muffler life is guaranteed by 
quality construction, heavy materials and years 
of experience by the manufacturer. 

Installations or over-the-counter sales are 
limited to selected muffier shops across the 
country. Ask the best shop in your area for the 
BesTone muffier. For information or name of 

your local dealer write Custom Muffler 
Manufacturing Company, 141 West Green Street, 
Pasadena 4, California. 
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A 100 page (ONE HUNDRED PAGES) dandy for 
ali kart, midget and mini-bike enthusiasts 

is now ready from STEEN'’S. Bursting from 
glossy white cover to cover, the biggest 

8%"x 11” catalog in the country contains 
thousands of parts for all the tiny terrors. 
Profusely illustrated with every part 

numbered for easy identification. Right prices, 
too, for dealers or drivers. Contains tuning 
tips, rules and regulations, track layouts 

and like that. Only a penny a page the whole 
issue is yours for a buck (Steen is collecting 
pictures of dead presidents) from STEEN'’S, 

19 East Valley Bivd., Alhambra, California. 
(Tell'm we sent you!) 





No longer a hard-to-get item ore these rear 
decks for '22-'25 ‘T’ roadsters. Made of 
reinforced fibreglass by Cal Automotive, these 
decks feature an opening lid, are exact 
reproductions of the stock item, are designed 
for their Glass-Tee roadsters or the original 
bodies. Write: Cal Automotive, P.O. Box 85282, 
Dept. R-1, Los Angeles 27, California. 
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MERCEDES BENZ 
A racing classic painstak- 
ingly made to include the 
46 smallest details and all the 
fun of the real thing. Scaled 
¥2” to 1”, the kit includes 
gleaming chrome plated ac- 
Cessories and rubber racing 
tires. A masterpiece. 
Model Ne. 155-150 


GO-BOY GO-KART 
Motorized, racing-ready, com- 
plete with West Bend engine 
and track tires. Easy to 
assemble, quick, electric run- 
ning. Fun to run. 


a 


Model No. 153-150 $1.56 
ares AIR CAR — COBRA MARK li 
The first motorized ground ef- 
fects machine, zooms off the 
ground in every direction. With 
electric motor and trigger 
control cell for you to direct 
above-ground movement. A real 
thriller. 
Mode! No. 154-150... $1.50 
DRAGIN' WAGON 
A perfect duplicate of the 


red hot racing car. in brilliant 

orange body with metalized ; 
exhausts, axles, radius rods, ome 
drag link, rubber tires, decals 


. « . everything you need to 
ive your mode! get-up and go. 
vest fen. Model No. 202-200... $2.00 
FREE Membership in CAPTAIN HAWK’S “‘Techni- 

cal News and Model Society” . . . write today. 








Howk Model Kits— 
. . . available from pee 
Stores, _ and Hobby Dealers everywhere . 

send 10c for full catalog or see your dealer. 
MODEL 
COMPANY 
4600 North 
Olcott Ave 
Chicago 31 
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Acclaimed by thousands 
“ stock, hot rod and customizing 
nthusiasts as the welder of 1001 
Complete with = Easily operated from properly 
Twin Carben Arc wired 7 vent At of, Dc une. te 
ideal gift with a life-long use er 
phe tpt f ~~ on 10 day money back guar- 
ac i fo antes Send only $3.00. balance 
cessories . COD plus charges. Literature on 
handle all metal- larger Pequiment on request 
erat work. FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
Dept. F59-D, 1810 S. Federal St., Chicago 16, Illinois 
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ISSUES 
FOR 








ONLY 


YES! SPECIAL OFFER 
NEXT 5 ISSUES OF 

L@ amr cr. v4i, |: 
FOR ONLY 


Krylon glowing fluorescent spray paints, 

up to this time packaged only in 16-0z. spray 

dispensers, are now available in new 

6-oz. containers. Colors include red orange, 

Jam packed with photos, illustrations, yellow orange, sunset gold, lemon yellow, cerise 
and green. Krylon filvorescent spray 
paints can be used on almost any white 
each issue. If you like KARTING thrills and surface — paper, woad, cloth, glass, metal, and 
some plastics. The 6-oz. dispenser sells for 
$1.19 each at your local hardware, art, or 
automotive store 


and fun galore. loaded with action in 


excitement, you'll really go for this fully- 
illustrated, feature packed publication. 
NOW! at the unbeatable low price of only 


$1.00 FOR 5 ISSUES 
ACT NOW! 


this special offer. Get FIVE complete 
months of KART MAGAZINE for only $1. 







take advantage of 


. RC-461 
KART Magazine 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, California 
HERE'S MY DOLLAR, send me KART MAGAZINE 
post paid, for the next five months. 
OEE 


Aboress —___ 


city 


ZONE _____ STATE 
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The trend toward more versatile hand-held 
tune-up tools has been given a boost 

with the marketing of the Kal Dwell-Tach, a 
combination dwell meter and tachometer. 
Designed for universal 6-12 volt operation, 
meter has automatic battery shut-off and 
burn-out protection. Although ruggedly built for 
every day usage, the Kal Dwell-Tach 

is extremely sensitive, insuring accurate 

readi Most automotive jobbers now stock 





the meter for $49.50. Additional information 
may be obtained by writing: 
Kal-Equip Company, Otsego, Michigan. 





Hot off the presses from Northern California's 
best known speed equipment dealer is Vic 
Hubbard's new catalog of mail order goodies. 
The eleventh in a series of fine salespieces 
from the Sears Roebuck of Speed promises a 
good mony pleasant moments browsing through 
the complete selection of power-and-polish 
items. Fat enough to be hung “Out Back", too. 
Specials galore on sale at vast savings mean 
you can't afford to be without Vic's latest, 
even though it's going to cost you 25*. 

Write for Big No. 11, 21032 Meekland Ave. 
Hayword, California. (Mention our nome, huh?) 
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NEW BI-RITE CATALOG 


FEATURES LOW PRICES 


ON HUB CAPS GRILLES FENDER 
SKIRTS - TOOLS - CARB AIRCLEANERS 


or 


* Dealers request wholesale catalog. 


FREE catalog explains our 
Send 


profit-sharing program. 

25¢ cash for handling . . . 

refunded on first order. gl 
BI-RITE AUTO SPECIALTY 

bit me 1 @) Bi | Dept. 44 HiICAGO 








FREE! New CATALOG 


SAVE UP TO 1/2 ON 


Auto Parts & Accessories 
JUST OUT 60,000 latest items to step up 








ALMQUIST::c=9" 








ELECTRIC WELD - BRAZE & CUI 







REPAIR MOST EVERYTHING MADE OF METAL 


§ Home Jiances, auto parts, farm & garden equip- § 
ment, toys. 





orne-@ 
mental tron 
work, gates. 
wagons, ete 8 
Solder, heat, bend, and straighten with terrific heat 
: from are torch. Cut and weld up to 1%" steel plate. § 
A million uses for Home, auto, farm, inventors, fac- 
tories, etc. Works from any 110 volt plug-in. Cum. 
& plete with dark welder’s mask, arc torch, supply of 
welding and brasing rods. Solder, flux and complete 
@ welding Instruction Rook. Attractive — portable —effi- § 
cient—durable—1 year guarantee. Wt. only 4 Ibs. 
cash. ck. mo) and pay postman 
@ SEND ONLY $3.00 $11.95 plus cob pstg on 
arrival or send $14.95 for P. Paid Delivery. Ideal 
@ xift for mechanically minded home owners, rela- 
tives. friends 
Order now for early delivery. Available only from: § 
MIDWAY WELDER Dept. DQG-4 Kearney, Neb. 
w eeese 


ase eee 
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seldom used for street, bill ‘ 
built as a... 





SDisplay OP tece 


Over-all view of the roadster is a startling 
contrast of the old and the new. 1924 Model 
T roadster body and radiator shell, tall top, 
early Ford side lamps and winged Moto-Meter 
combine with big Buick V8, Halibrand magne- 
sium wheels and chromed suspension for a 
very eye-catching rod. Rear end is '48 Ford 
with Halibrand quick change and air cooled 
brakes from a Lincoln. '29 Model A bed was 
shortened to 22”, contains 8 gal. gas tank and 
battery. Converted Ford kerosene lamp serves 
as taillight. Handmade sheet metal pan covers 
bottom side of bed and frame. Spring perches 
have been welded to top of axle housings and 
mount Model A spring. Entire rear suspension 
is chrome plated. 9%” wide mag wheels carry 
8.20 x 15 Inglewood slicks for use at drags. 
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One of the favorite cars of the avid group 
of hot rodders who follow the car show cir- 
cuit in southern California is the T-bodied 
roadster pickup belonging to Bill Rolland of 
Los Angeles. Although the car has been shown 
many times, it still draws a 
crowd wherever it is. Mirrors, 
ange! hair, or the many other 
types of props seen in today's 
shows are not used with this 
cor. Also, unlike a number of 
show cars, the roadster can be 
driven on the streets. it has 
been clocked at 124 mph in un- 
der 12 seconds at the drags. Bill is a mem- 
ber of the renowned Roadsters of L. A. club. 
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1939 Ford tubular axle has plates welded on 
for mounting of tubular radius rods. Brakes 
from ‘48 Lincoln now have air scoops front 
and rear. Unique spring perch was made from 
1941 Ford radius rods and mounted backwards 
to place spring behind axle. Equal-length 
exhaust pipes have individual baffles for 
mufflers which are removable. Engine posi- 
tion is 30% back from front axle. Stepped 
Mode! A frame, small tractor lights are used. 
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1956 Buick V8 has been bored from 4” to 
4¥%0” and stroked %” for a total of 392 
cubic inches. Pistons are Johns high-dome 
and rings are Grant. Valves remain stock in 
size but have been lightened and polished. 
Dual valve springs, solid lifters, and 1955 
Buick export kit pushrods and rocker arms 
ore actuated by an Iskenderian 5-Cycle cam. 
Roadmaster heads have been ported and pol- 
ished and give 11% to 1 compression ratio 
with domed pistons. Six Stromberg 97 carbs 
are bolted to a Weiand Drag Star monifold. 
Ignition fire is provided by a Scintilla 
“Vertex” magneto. Cook's Machine Shop adapt- 
ed engine to a 1937 La Salle transmission. 





HE LATEST SPEED EFFORT 

Ford has come out with is undoubt- 
edly their best effort since the ’57 blown 
engine which really got the job done at 
both the drags and track. But to we drag 
racers it still leaves a little to be desired. 
In this article we'll try to help you home 
tuners a bit and see if we can’t pull out 
a few more horses and get a little closer 
to the factory rating of 360 hp. 

To expect these cars with a 3 speed 
transmission and a single four barrel 
to go out and be top dogs every Sunday 
is wishful thinking, but to turn in the 
low fourteens and 100 mph is definitely 
within grasp, being done every drag 
day at most strips in California. It takes 
a little more doing but can be accom- 
plished, so let’s get to it, 

The distributor is the first and prob- 
ably the most important place to start 
your tune up work. We have found the 
best curve to use by strict, dyno con- 
trolled tests. This is our conclusion: If 
the rate of advance is too fast the tem- 
perature of the combustion becomes 
too high too quick and the engine does 
not fire properly until way high in the 
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rpm ranges. This is due to the spark 
occuring while the piston is still coming 
up on the compression stroke instead 
of firing when the piston will get its 
maximum push downward on the power 
stroke. Intense heat is created and there 
is no way the engine can dissipate it; 
consequently engine power falls off. On 
the other hand if the distributor advance 
curve is too slow the piston has already 
started down the bore before maximum 
pressure occurs and a power loss is suf- 
fered. The factory curve is close, but a 
little change can work wonders for drag 
racers. The curve we have found to be 
the best for all intent and purpose is: 


Dist. rpm Dist. Degrees of 
Advance 

300 0 
450 2% 
650 80 

1000 iB 

1200 12 

1375 13 


Under no circumstance should the dis- 
tributor advance more than 13° total. 
If it does, the slots in the weight cam 
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should be brazed or welded to stop posi- 
tively. Using a 10° lead at the crank- 
shaft for initial timing» would give you 
a total of 36° at the crankshaft. This 
is absolute maximum for a sustained 
period of time such as track or road 
racing. On the other hand if drags are 
your only pleasure these engines will 
run good up to a total of 42 crankshaft 
degrees. The best way to check out the 
optimum for your particular car would 
be to set the timing at 10° and go up 
2° each run you make until speed and 
e.t. fall off, then retard to the previous 
adjustment. Do not exceed 42°! This 
would be a maximum lead of 16°, A 
little experimenting in this department 
will pay off big in speeds. FoMoCo has 
just released a set of heavy duty racing 
points, part no. FDS 12171A, which 
have much heavier return springs on 


them and consequently diminish the 
float problem a great deal. The two 
points have to be synchronized and 
should be done on a distributor strobe. 
Set each point separately at 26° cam 
angle and combined they should give 
you a total of 33-36°. If you do not have 
a machine available, gap the points at 
.028” to .030” each. This should be very 
close. Be sure and grease the cam well, 
because the spring pressure on the new 
points cause excessive rubbing block 
wear and will close the points in no 
time if lubrication is neglected. 

The next department is spark plugs. 
It is not my endeavor to sell a whole 
bunch of plugs so I'll be quite honest 
with you; we use Autolite plugs in all 
our racing engines simply because you 
can’t buy a better plug; they have split 
ranges to choose from and cover the 


PART | 


Tuning Tips for the 
Distributor, Plugs and Valves 


a guided tour of basic design, hop up and tuning tips for 
the latest big blasters from dearborn 


Ford's big 360 hp grabber 
reposes docilely without hint of 
power potential. Single four- 
barrel carburetor gives no hints, 
either, but tell-tale header-like 
exhaust manifolds are clive to 
fact that this is no plebian 
model. Drag successes of 
properly tuned 360 Fords put 
FoMoCo back in running. 

















racing ranges more exclusively. Also, 
a power tip plug is made in almost all 
of the ranges you'll be using. Consider- 
ing your car is used both for street and 
strip you will more than likely have to 
have two ranges because a plug that is 
hot enough to keep from fouling on the 
street will be too hot for sustained, one 
after the other, power runs, The best 
procedure is to get a set of plugs for 
the strip, religiously take them out 
after every meet and reinstall your 
street plugs. This way a set of race 
plugs will last you for months, The plug 
ranges we have found to be the best are 
BTF 32 for the street and a BTF 1 for 
the strip, gapped at .032” and .030” in 
that order. If the day is really cold 
where you run, a BTF 22 might be a 
better plug for racing but this will only 
be found through experimentation with 
your particular conditions. Be religious 
in checking your plug gap right out of 
the box. Use an accurate plug gap 
gauge. Go over them two or three times. 





Distributor used on 360 hp Fords is set up 
with dual points: one to make, the other to 


break the circuit. Advance is 


centrifugal. 
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Two to three thousandths can make a 
big difference when each plug fires at 
5000 rpm, This is when a minute par- 
ticle of a second make a whopping big 
difference! 

Carburetion will be in the next article, 
so lets hit on something that doesn’t 
take too long but is extremely import- 
ant in the performance department; 
valves! Most people don’t realize that a 
thousandth of an inch at the valve is 
two degrees at the piston. Cam timing 
can be changed extensively in relation- 
ship to piston travel by valve adjust- 
ment, Five thousandth is 10° so you can 
see how important the correct valve 
lash is! The lash we have found to be 
the best is .027” hot. The correct pro- 
cedure is to let the engine run until the 
temperature stabilizes, This sometimes 
takes a half hour. Water temperature 
should be a minimum of 180° and to 
accomplish this it sometimes requires 
shielding the radiator until this tem- 
perature is achieved. Go through the 
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Just like the big 383 hp Mercurys, Ford is 
equipped with large venturi model Holley four 
throat carb. Area is comparable to 4 two's. 
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To be expected, camshaft 





is special grind on hardened 
upword in rpm scale. Rocker arms ore adjustable with self-locking screws seating in cups 
1.74 to 1. 


to manifold, intake gasket blocks off passage 
(located between 





















cast iron billet, moving torque 


lifters are identical to Falcon's. 





Although heads have conventional hect riser 


ports at left) to allow 
colder, denser mixtures. Valve springs are 
dampened to allow 6000 rpm with hotter cam. 


valves three or four times until the feel 
for each valve is the same at .027”. This 
may seem trivial but try it once and 
you’ll be well paid off at the drags. 

The next article will cover carbure- 
tion and more tune-up procedure, plus 
some pertinent facts on the new ones. 
We hope we’ve helped, and good luck! © 


Coambusti ch i 


s are modified on the 360 
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esn’t atop tubular pushrods. Rocker ratio is 

port- 

nent; 
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ve is 
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tion- 

|just- 
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valve 

to be 

pro- 
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uires Aluminum intake manifold is 40 pounds lighter 

tem- than a standard cast iron component. Passages 

1 the ore better designed for high speed operation 
and big bore throat openings are matched to 
Holley four throat. Mesh filter is used to 
trap oil vapors in breather outlet of rear. 

ord is Vast filter area is presented by large diamete 

y four poper pack air cleaner. Huge size permits 

two's. breathing without restriction at high rpm. 
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hp Ford heads by increasing metal of quench 
area between valves. Compression ratio is 10.6. 
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this roadster owner says it's all right to... 


HOP IT UP—BUT KEEP IT CLEAN! 
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3" ‘ . 
photos by bob hegge 
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= Ford roadsters of any year are becom 
- ing more difficult to find, so when 
Ronald Heiman of East St. Louis, Iil., 
found this "36 he decided to keep it 
nearly stock in appearance. Modifica 
tions to the Pacific Blue body were 
limited to sealed beam headlights, ‘39 
Ford taillights and placement of gas 
filler under center-mounted license 
plate. Blue and white Naugahyde cov- 
ers interior and running boards have 
been covered with rug. The mild ideo 
was forsaken in the engine department 
when a 306 cubic inch Corvette engine 
was installed. Mill is equipped with 
an Iskenderian X-2 Parabolic cam and 
isky valve springs, pushrods, lifters; 
Jahns 4” pop-up pistons, Grant rings, 
Schiefer 12 Ib. fiywheel and 11 inch 
clutch. Corvette ignition and twin 4- 
throat carbs are used. With Lincoln 
gears and 4.44-1 rear end, roadster 
has turned 13.09 seconds at the drags. 
Engine was installed in only one day. 


28 ROD & CUSTOM © APRIL, 1961 


























2695843 





Six years have passed since 
the Ford Motor Company 
came out with their new 
“personal car,"’ the 1955 
Thunderbird. The car made 
an immediate hit with the 
general public and rodders 
with an eye for good lines 
longed to get ahold of 
them, but the price was often 
a discouraging factor. Now 
that prices have lowered to 
the range of more enthu- 
siasts, modified ‘Birds can be 
seen everywhere. R&C is no 
exception, with two ‘Birds 
receiving mild and wild 
treatments. The taillights are 
one of the weaker styling 
points of a ‘Bird, but fortu- 
nately lend themselves to 
modification. On the 
following pages, we would 
like to pass on some... 


TAILLIGHT 





some splendid 
specimens and 
a simple swap 





Taillights of ‘55 Thunderbird are identical to ‘55 passenger car and are cheap, cluttered 
in appearance. The following how-to-do-it shows a relatively easy swap to improved looks. 


For a bolt-on swap and a touch of customiz- First step is to remove clear lenses from 
ing, ‘59 Buick taillights, ‘56 Ford back-up back-up units and use one to trace pattern 
lights and ‘56 Ford truck lenses are used. onto light weight cardboord with a pencil. 
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Main portion of lens 
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Pattern is ploced upside-down on lens with 
bottom edge flush with ledge in lens. Out- 
line is then carefully marked with a scribe. 


Bandsaw or jigsaw is used to cut reflector 
section of lens off. Cutting must be done 


slowly as lens will shatter if it catches. 


_ 


mht a 
“ae, 


is then cut, with cut 
being made about ‘/s inch outside of line. 


Disk grinder is used to trim lens to shape. 
Melted trimmings snap off after allowing to 
Block of wood may be used to support lens 


cool. Bottom edge corner should be retained. 
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TAILLIGHT TIPS 


7 - - 
or 2 Segoe . 
Fine round file is useu to trim curves at After checking fit of lens, clear lens is 
top where grinder will not go. Again, care used to locate holes. Angle of holes is com- 
must be taken to avoid shattering of lens. pensated for by moving lens upward % inch. 


Penknife point is used to make a start for Drill bit just a little larger than screws 
drill bit, then small hole is drilled. Wood to be used is then run through small holes. 
is used to back up surface during drilling. Drilling should be done at a slight angle. 
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After removing stock lights, five new holes if Buick units are bought from an agency, a 
are needed to mount Buick lights, Ford back- pair of bulb sockets must be obtained. 
ups. New holes are marked with black crosses. Ford wires are spliced to ‘51 





Finished bolt-on swap has a more finished, higher quality appearance. Upper lights should 
be wired as stop and turn lights only, thereby increasing safety factor for all concerned. 
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canadian olds powered pickup presents its card 
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The inspiration to build a clean and reliable 
hauler came to Pete Trant of Vancouver, B. C. 
when he dropped 2 transmissions in one week 
in his “40 Ford pickup. The truck was used 
for odd hauling jobs until the desire for an 

tomatic transmissi started the ball roll- 
ing for many changes. A stock ‘51 Olds V8 
and ‘52 Olds Hydramatic were installed by 
moving the steering forward, reworking cen- 
ter cross ber and splitting front radius 
rods. In order to make the exterior appear- 
ance match the performance, two new fenders 
for the rear, a new tail gate, a new top and 
three pickup boxes were combined to do the 
job. ‘37 DeSoto bumpers and guards were in- 
stalled after Pete built the gravel pan below 
the bed. ‘58 Impala taillights, a Chevy license 
light and gas filler door from a ‘41 Ford 
were then added. White pleated Naugahyde 
tarp, spare and running boards contrast very 
sharply with candy green lacquer paint. In- 
terior is done in white and has ‘58 Plymouth 
steering wheel and brake pedal. Pete did all 








work himself except the paint and upholstery 















FITTING A FEATHERED FORD 
TO YOUR ‘FORTY FREIGHTER 





PART | Frame and Firewall Modification — », v.cre spencer 


T-Bird-to-truck engine swap is typical of 312 engine 
installation for early chassis 








yy THE HUSKY overheads put out in the mid-fifties available in copious 
quantities at nearly every wrecking yard across the country, no owner of an 
early chassis can afford to overlook the feasibility of a swap to one of the now 
plentiful mills. One such changeover was recently made by R&C Technical Editor 
Doane Spencer which we felt was representative of a common, reasonably priced 
engine mated to a very popular chassis. Doane did an outstanding job of putting 
a ’57 T’Bird engine in a 1940 Ford pickup. The result was a reliable machine with 
all the power and low-end torque desired, an appearance that showed no signs of 
hashing and a cash outlay not in excess of what would be spent for rebuilding 
and hopping up the less dependable and outdated flathead. Virtually the same 
engine is to be found in any '54 to ’57 Ford or Mercury as well as some later 
models and the ’40 Ford presents the same general pattern of installation to be 
found in any ’34-’48 Henry-built. Go to it! 


Oil pan of ‘57 Ford Y-block protrudes 
forward to interfere with front cross- 

member. Cutting torch slices U-shaped 
slot on each side of spring bolts so... . 


...crossmember metal may be 
flattened by hammer even with 
tops of U-bolts. Spring action 
and crossmember rigidity is 
unhampered by this modification. 










To strengthen crossmember follow- 
ing cut, measure size of resulting 
gap, cut two rectangles from Ye"... 


... plate, clamp in vise and 
grind or file to smooth edge 
for better fit in hole. 


tack in filler plates. Align 
plates by tapping, then weld. 
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Disc sander is applied to welds 
as needed to clean up roughness. 
Follow with primer and black paint. 


FEATHERED FORD continvea 


Ford pan has shallow section extending 
beneath timing chain cover. Unneeded 
depths allows pan to be cut back 4”... 


...and filled just below bolt flange 

with right-angled piece of same 

gauge sheet steel. Trim closely so } 
small bead may be used in welding, i 
avoiding chance of leaks. Repaint pan. 








Engine is dropped into place to 
check fit. Pan now clears cross- 
member with room to spare. Details 
of tubular engine mount shown 
appeor next month. 





Shoehorn fit requires firewall 
modification. Mark off area 
from existing depression so 
recess may be built for right 

head, Use metal snips to... 


... clip out hole in firewall as 

shown. Insulation from backside 
must be removed prior to cutting 
and may be replaced afterward. 


Cardboard pattern is made to fit contour of 
firewall, then transferred to sheet metal 
of same gauge as panel. Form, then tack ... 
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FEATHERED FORD 


ontinued 


... corners, gradually filling around panel 
until tacks are 2-3” apart. This controls 
warpage which would result from too much 
heat in one area. Now finish welding. 


S 
™, : . 
: hs 
To really do the job right (there's ‘ , : 
another way?) hammer all welds smoothly , ~~ ~ . J 
>. >» 
ie 


so firewall looks as neat as stock. 
Cohort must hold dolly inside during .. . 


... hammerwelding and putting recess in 
section angling across both old and new 
panels to aliow clearance around backside 
of ignition distributor. Heat area first . . . 


... then beat half-round dish in metal with 
large size, ball peen bashy tool. Inside 
man puts dolly on outside of line marking 
off indented area so form will be smooth. 
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There, let's stand back and see how it 
looks, Peachy! A little rough yet, though, 
and still not as neat as when it left 
Dearborn so let's get back on it with ... 


... for the primer and final 
coats of black enamel. Aha! 
looks like new; Henry would 

be pleased! Join us next 
month for Part I! including 
mounts, adaptors, battery 
box, and exhaust system. 
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Once general form has been reached do 
finish work with small tappy tool. Torch 


is kept in use at all times to control 
metal with shrinks and swells as needed. 








... the disc sander and clean up the 

little peck marks, square up the edges 

and strip off the burnt paint. Sandpaper the 
whole area now to give a good surface... 
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the MONSTROUSLY 
MINIATURE MYSTERY 





By Carl Kohler (author of: “How To Dago A Fire Engine’’) 





illustrations by Don Jolley 


OU KNOW HOW it is. 

When it comes to building model 
cars, either you’ve got it or you haven’t 
got it. I’m not talking about those plas- 
tic replica-kits that come with the parts 
already formed and ready for simple 
assembly. Any seven-year-old, even with 
his hands swathed in band-aids, can 
put one of those kits together before 
breakfast. 

No, I’m referring to the fine old art 
of creative modeling where the modeler 
literally designs and constructs his 
scale-model little goody from scratch, 
basing his specifications upon the dimen- 
sions and configurations of a life-size 
vehicle. 

This kind of modeling demands acute 
perception, loads of patience, scads of 
talent, a pinch or two of minor genius 
and the deft ability to handle sharp 
tools without opening a vein or ampu- 
tating a digit. And, like I said, either 
you’ve got it or you haven’t got it. It’s 
that simple. 

And Gilpin Grimm didn’t have it. 

For months, Grimm had been sub- 
mitting his model rods and customs to 
the contests which our club, The South- 
west Pasadena Replica Car Society, held 
regularly. And, for months, we had 
been rejecting his entries. Frankly, I’ve 
seen better work turned out by chim- 
panzees utilizing scrap balsa and bent 
nails. In fact, an Aborigine with poor 
coordination and working with loose 
shale and a dull flint-axe stood a much 
better chance of ever winning one of our 
trophies than Gilpin Grimm did, 


APRIL, 1961 


“Tt ain’t fair!” Grimm protested. “I’ve 
been tryin’ and tryin’ and tryin’— and 
I never win me none of them prizes!” 

“Listen, Gilpin, old man,” I said 
soothingly, “Have you ever thought of 
giving paint-by-number sets a whirl? It 
might be your forte.” 

“IT wanna build prize-winning model 
ears!” 

“See here, Grimm!” I said briskly, 
looking him straight in his close-set 
little eyes and hardening my heart, “we 
can’t always have things the way we 
want them! People in Hell would like 
ice water, but some things are just im- 
possible to arrange! Like you and 
models.” 

“You tellin’ me I ain’t got no talent 
for buildin’ model cars?” hissed Grimm, 
his pinched features writhing into an 
evil grimace. “You tellin’ me I ain’t 
never gonna win me no prizes around 
this crummy club?” . 

“There you go!” I chuckled, slapping 
him on the back. “Now you're being 
sensible! Now you’re facing up to re- 
ality! Oh, you’ll never regret it! After 
all, I suppose there are other sports 
than building model cars even if I can’t 
think of any, offhand! Yes, Grimm, 
somewhere there’s a sport for you! 
Somewhere your hidden potential and 
talent will find expression!” 

“You don’t suppose I can modify 
them little plastic-kit replicas and still 
pick up a prize or two?” Grimm asked 
in a hoarse voice. 

“Please,” I said coldly, averting my 
eyes from the desperate expression on 
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MINIATURE MYSTERY 


continued 


his wan face. “Don’t lower yourself to 
begging, Grimm. Have the decency to 
keep your self-respect, at least!” 

Rage contorted Grimm’s countenance. 

“OKAY!” he shrieked, “I’LL SHOW 
YOU! I'LL MAKE MODELS LIKE 
YOU GUYS HAVE NEVER SEEN! 
I’LL BRING MODELS WHAT’LL 
MAKE YOUR EYES BUG OUT’N 
YOUR STINKIN’ HEADS! YOU’LL 
SEE!” He dashed out the doorway, 
vanishing into the night with a thin 
ribbon of hysterical laughter. unwind- 
ing behind him as he went. 

For the next six months, The South- 
west Pasadena Replica Car Society saw 
and heard nothing of Gilpin Grimm, In- 
frequently, rumors about him filtered 
back — brought in by sundry club mem- 
bers with an ear for gossip. 

“He’s holded upin this old warehouse,” 
reported Eldon Fraser gleefully. “No- 
body knows for sure, but I guess old 
Grimm is playing around with drag 
racing fuels —I hear he’s making some 
kinda secret formula from a bunch of 
chemicals!” 

“That’s fine,” I observed generously. 
“I hope it’s keeping him busy and 
happy, and I trust he will achieve all 
manner of success and therapy and rec- 
ognition with drag fuels or whatever it 
is he’s devoting his rather high-strung 
self to! Just so long as the little kook 
doesn’t go back to messing around with 
those horridly built versions of model 
cars he was dragging in here! We 
should live so long.” 

Then, our group plunged into the 
work of preparing for our huge, annual 
Model Car Show and we forgot about 
Grimm entirely. Anyway, the rumors 
stopped filtering back and Grimm quick- 
ly became a faint, saddening memory 
which we, all of us, were only too glad 
to dismiss from our busy minds, 

The Annual Model Car Show we hold 
runs to a period of ten days during 
which hundreds of model entries from 
all over the country are judged, the 
finalists receiving no small amount of 
glory, cash-awards and impressive, gold- 
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en trophies for their model-building 


accomplishments. Naturally, once the 
Show opens, the atmosphere becomes 
feverishly intense and the tension in- 
creases each day as new competition 
arrives in the form of still better entries. 

I was making my usual rounds, check- 
ing in entries and assigning display 
tables, when I found Eldon Fraser and 
Panky Wilson at my side, both of them 
agog with excitement. 

“Listen!” babbled Eldon, “Have you 
seen them?” 
“Seen what?” 


“Those tremendous models old Grimm 
brought!” jabbered Panky, “Man, 
they’re frantic! I’ve never seen such 
realistic detail! Their construction is 
just gorgeously accurate!” 

“Grimm? Models?” I gasped. “Surely, 
you’re jesting! Certainly, you’re not tell- 
ing me that fellow actually had the gall 
to bring his wretched replicas here!” 

“Like his models are gonna walk off 
with the whole show, dad!” Panky as- 
sured me, “Us merely gifted modelers 
haven’t got a chance! Wait’ll you see 
the stuff he’s entering!” 

I took off instantly for the registra- 
tion desk to have a look at the Grimm 
entries, As I sprinted across the audi- 
torium, my mind refused to admit the 
impossible: Grimm couldn’t possibly 
have the touch, He wouldn’t have the 
modeler’s touch in the next thousand 
years. 

“Well! Well!” chuckled Grimm sar- 
castically as I hoofed it up to the table 
where his cars were awaiting registra- 
tion, “If it ain’t old Clyde Hooten, the 
smart alec expert, himself! You got 
eyes for perfect-type models, man? Have 
a look at them babies!” 

It was fantastic; It was fabulous! I 
just stood there, bent over those flaw- 
lessly detailed little cars, my eyes bug- 
ging out of my head. Logic told me 
nobody could possibly build cars that 
perfect, yet there they were — scaled a 
quarter-inch to the foot and detailed 
like no replicas have ever been detailed! 

One was a 1930 Ford Touring Car. 
One was a 1952 Ford modified Coupe. 
The third was a 1985 Ford Pickup 
Truck, customized into just about the 
nicest little freighter that ever stood 
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on miniature wheels. I peered through 
a magnifying glass at the ’35 half ton. 
The detail of the tarp, the louvered 
hood and the striping on the tailgate 
were impossibly realistic! I stared at 
the infinitesimally accurate interior, at 
the tiny Stewart-Warner and Sun Elec- 
tric instruments, I goggled at the un- 
believably teensy tucks in the realistic- 
looking naugahyde upholstery and my 
senses reeled as I drank in the minute 
hood which actually lifted to reveal an 
engine with microscopic detail of all 
the goodies found on any life-size, ’59 
Cadillac mill, Finally, I straightened up 
and stepped back with a long shudder- 
ing sigh, 

“Pretty neat, huh!” gloated Grimm. 

“It just can’t be done—but you’ve 
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done it, Grimm,” I admitted ruefully. 
“Naturally, you’ll tell us how and where 
you achieved these trimphant break- 
throughs in modeling and —” 

“T ain’t telling nobody nothing!” rasp- 
ed Grimm, “Just gimme them prizes 
and get off my back! Them little gems 
is my secret and I ain’t sharing it with 
you jerks!” 

Well, we had no choice. The Grimm 
replicas were undeniably the winners. 
We handed over all the trophies, the 
cash-awards and the placques — and 
watched Grimm depart. Then, I strolled 
over to the Brody Inn Cafe to brood 
over a cup of scoff and try to accept 
the fact that Grimm had, somehow, 
managed to construct those impossibly 
realistic models and wipe us out by 
comparison. 

Hunched miserably in the back booth, 
I heard a voice in the next booth dis- 
cussing his troubles and I inadvertently 
began listening, hoping his troubles 
would help me forget mine. 

“...and, dad, that half-tonner cost 
me a fortune!” complained the voice. 
“I mean, like I poured my life’s blood 
and whole bank account into that little 
truck. You shoulda seen the terrific 
Stewart-Warner and Sun Electric in- 
struments I had on the dash! And the 
real crazy striping in back, on the tail- 
gate! Like that hauler had everything!” 

“Got any idea who might’ve stolen 
it?” asked a second voice, 

“Naw,” replied the first voice sadly. 
“All I know is, I left it outside the 
Redondo Beach Recreation Center for 
only a coupla minutes—and it was 
totally gone when I —” 

“Hey!” I yelled, standing up and 
peering into the next booth at the two 
guys in it. “What year was your 
freighter?” 

“°35 Ford. Why?” 

“Was there anything particularly dif- 
ferent about it?” I demanded. “Any- 
thing that would make it easy to 
identify?” 

“Yeh, I had the bed packed with my 
collection of back-copies of Rod & Cus- 
tom magazines. If the thief hasn’t gotten 
rid of them, I guess you could say that 
would help identify it. I doubt that 

continued on p. 63 
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A coupe for the drags has been built by Owen 
Purvis. The ‘40 Ford coupe model kit was popular Fiat. Blown Chrysler has witing and 
narrowed, chopped and channeled over frame. fuel lines. Interior has roll bar and fuel pump. 





Another coupe for the drags has been built from an AMT ‘32 Ford Coupe kit by Bill Huey. Top 
has been chopped; body deeply channeled. Dragster nose and front end split wind for Chevy V8. 








Bill Frohlich channeled his '32 coupe and rototed rear fenders forward. Front fenders have been 
trimmed and have headlights frenched to the special nose, The engine is injected Chrysler V8. 
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Unusual competition sedan consists of two Revell ‘32 Ford covwpe bodies mated together at the 
quarter window with flat back section added. Body has been chopped, sectioned and channeled. 








lop 
v8. 
rs) Pr, eG Pw eee a 
on Chassis has solid-mounted rear end, roll bar, slicks, "32 front suspension. ‘56 Mercury V8 engine 
8 hos four carbs, home-made headers, wiring. Front wheels are Cunningham, reors are Ferarri. 
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Tall and tipped is Tom Davidson's T for the streets. Stock body from antique kit has many lig 
late mode! items such as Chrysler engine, big and little 15” wheels, chromed dropped axle. 


R&C in Miniature cones 
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Customized "40 Ford coupe has rolled and pleated interior and running boards. Door and trunk s 
have been made to open. Chrome wheels, lake pipes, lowering and big engine help in the shows. 
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Another version of the popular ‘40 Ford coupe is this one done by Jim Handy. Canted quad head- 
lights have been frenched in fenders, grille partly filled. Rear fenders have been trimmed. 


— 


AMT recently brought out their "39-'40 Ford tudor sedan kit which may be built as either one. 
Shown here as the ‘39, it has Tbird engine, nerf bars, slicks, Moon disks, and racing decals. 
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Witt THE AGILITY of a jackrab- 
bit and as readily adaptable to the 
terrain to which it was submitted, the 
English-built Greeves became the latest 
in a series of motorcycle road tests 
arranged by the editors of Rod & Cus- 
tom. It would be far more correct in 
this instance to refer to the Greeves try- 
out as an Off-the-Road Test, for the 
Model 24SAS Hawkstone Scrambler 
which was subjected to our scrutiny was 
fitted for rough terrain and was unim- 
bued with any of the fragile niceties 
which would make it legal for street or 
night riding. 
52 


Continuing to peruse the smaller dis- 
placement machines R&C selected the 
250 cubic centimeter (15cu.in.) Greeves 
for our first literary exploration into 
the fascinating world of dirt riding. 
The firm also builds road models, but 
the unparalleled successes in competi- 
tion by the scramblers and trials ma- 
chines called our attention to a bike we 
felt! our readers should know. In desert 
events of the hare and hound variety 
the Greeves has virtually dominated its 
class and surprised many by appearing 
high up in the winners list ahead of 
machines with twice its displacement. 
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Under prickly Joshua tree native to the 
Mojave desert, English made Greeves seems 
right at home. Lightweight cycle is holder of 
many international records and wins and has 
impressive list of victories in this country. 
Unique fork and frame set Greeves apart from 
peers, have proven worth in handling char- 
acteristics second to none in the rough stuff. 


The Greeves is not just another motor- 
cycle of conventional design and con- 
struction, but deserves careful scrutiny 
of its unique innovations. Of the sev- 
eral prime deviations from standard 
practice, the frame and front forks are 
outstanding, The frame main beam is 
of cast aluminum alloy, scientifically 
stressed in girder section and having a 
strength to weight ratio unequalled by 
other standard designs. The rear frame 
sections are heavy guage steel tubing, 
the upper member being of unusually 


Bounding across 
desert flatlands gave 
tester confidence in 
bike's ability to 
successfully negotiate 
all types of terrain 
in good shape, but 
ride in choppy dirt 
resembles ping pong 
game due to light 
weight and bonded 
rubber front 
suspension. 

Greeves stays well 
atop deep sand, 

is alert and agile 

in avoiding constant 
unexpected rocks, 
brush and ditches. 
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large diameter. Steel mounting lugs for 
the rear suspension are bronze welded 
for durability. 

Assisting the alloy frame in contrib- 
uting to the exceptionally light front 
end and subsequent alert handling char- 
acteristics is the front fork and suspen- 
sion design. The forks act merely as 
locators for the 3.50x 19” front wheel 
fitted with Dunlop Trials Universal 
tire. They contain none of the common 
array of sliding tubes, springs, covers 
or boots, and complicated dampening 
devices found in conventional front sus- 
pensions. The lower ends of the fork 
legs have sturdy brackets which are 
swept upward to accept a large diameter 
rubber bushing, neatly bonded and act- 
ing as a torsion member to support the 
front hoop which is located by leading 
arms joined by an upswept loop encir- 
cling the rear of the tire. Dampening 
is accomplished by small hydraulic 
shock units which extend partially into 
the fork down tubes. 

Noteworthy, too, are the generously 
finned, 6” diameter drums located at 
each hub which give adequate stopping 
power under all conditions yet are small 
enough in shoe area to permit “feather- 











Steep, sandy downhill in rain-soaked State 
Chompionship Hare & Hound was easily turned 
with throttle on in third gear, several riders 
being passed enroute. The muddy ditch at 
the bottom took good braking to avoid spill. 


GOOD GREEVES 


continued 


ing” in tricky downhill or gravely road 
sections. Rear suspension is of the 
swinging arm principle and uses Arm- 
strong spring/shock units with multi- 
rate coil springs. Rear wheel size is 18” 
and a large knobbed, Dunlop 4.00 x 18 
Trials tire is well supported by the 
generous diameter spokes. 

The aft frame section supports the 
aluminum alloy rear fender, somewhat 
stingily padded saddle and number 
plates. Removal of the superfluous oval 
plates allows ready access to the rear 
frame section which may then be used 
as a convenient lifting handle following 
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embarrassing moments when the rear 
grasper digs a hole too deep to regain 
traction. 

The handlebars on this lightweight 
are broad, over 30” wide, swept back 
nicely and of extremely hefty tubing. 
The heavy wall thickness used in the 
bar tube is possible only because of the 
front end design which will allow it to 
twist violently without harming the sus- 
pension members. After a fall — and 
they do happen — the forks can easily 
be twisted back to proper geometry by 
straddling the front wheel and pushing 
the unharmed handle bars back to nor- 
mal position. Most machines have very 
light bar tubing so the bars will bend 
and relieve any stress which would tend 
to damage costly and intricate fork 
apparatus during a spill. The Greeves 
bars are tipped with soft, waffle-pat- 
terned grips which prove to be a real 
asset on long, hand-pounding runs, The 
control levers for the clutch and front 
brake are of the knob-ended variety for 
safety and have more generous bracing 
on the clamp end than is normally seen. 
The throttle twistgrip is of fast action 
design, allowing a full range of throttle 
action without wrist strain or necessity 
of hand repositioning. 

The rear brake lever, while giving the 
illusion of having been designed in 
Disneyland by M. Mouse, is a highly 
practical item for the rough country 
where exposed components are subjected 
to battering and breaking by unexpected 
rocks. Of %4” steel plate with the toe 
pedal bent out at the end, the braking 
lever can be subjected to severe tweak- 
ing without snapping off and may easily 
be returned to original shape and posi- 
tion without heating or use of pry bars. 
In the same territory, the solid, one 
piece footpeg bar is especially resistant 
to bending, although some riders have 
converted their pegs to the folding type 
which move up and back if hit by some 
obstruction. The side stand is of simple, 
yet excellent design and placement, 
swinging well up out of the way for 
adequate, 8%” ground clearance. 

The final drive chain is stronger than 
that found on most lightweight bikes, 
being %” x 5/16” Reynold roller chain 
protected by a fully valanced guard 
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over the top run and a sturdy guide 
where the bottom run meets the cast 
alloy rear sprocket, The latter prevents 
the chain from jumping off the sprocket 
in the event a small rock or branch 
should lodge between them. A unique 
system for lubricating the final drive 
chain is provided in that the rear swing- 
ing arms are an oil reservoir and a 
needle valve in the left arm controls 
the flow of oil dripping onto the lower 
chain run, 

Originally supplied with a 1% gallon 


capacity tank, the popularity of long 
distance events (over 50 miles) in this 
country has prompted the distributors 
to request that all machines imported 
be fitted with the larger 2% gallon tank 
from the road models, ensuring local 
riders of an adequate fuel supply for 
the long runs. 

The front fender is mounted to the 
fork down tubes and remains stationary 
with the front wheel bounding freely 
beneath it. Somewhat awkward in 

continued on p. 62 


Ideal in size for the smaller man, Greeves is comfortable for test rider's 5°10” and is ridden 
successfully by over-six-footers. Short exhaust ends in wide, oval throat, producing a raucous 


snort well 


FEI . 


known to many of the larger displacement machines. Our rating — GOOD! 
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ACTIVITY CONTEST 


kart magazine to take over year-long competition for karting ideas 





(Gnawa ITS PROGRAM of returning editorial content to narrower 

fields, Rod & Custom magazine is transferring the running of its monthly 
kart activity contest. Kart magazine, created after the start of our year-long, 
new-every-month contest will assume promotion and direction of the com- 
petition which is so closely allied with their editorial policies. Entries already 
in the mail which are addressed to R&C will be relayed immediately to Kart. 
For contests in the months to come, results, lists of prizes and reports of the 
winning entries, watch the current and forthcoming issues of Kart. Address 
entries for the April Contest to Kart Activity Contest, Kart Magazine, 5959 
Hollywood Bivd., Hollywood 28, California. See the April Kart magazine 
for entry rules and regulations should you not be familiar with them from 


previous issues of R&C. 


Winner of the December Contest is 
James Rawlings of Union, Ohio with an 
idea that fits in well with the seasonal 
weather. Karting can be fun, even in 
inclement weather, says our winner, so 
why not try karting in the rain? The 
little job may be past due for a washing 
anyway and the drivers can put on an 
old pair of pants, rubber boots and rain- 
coats. Best to wear a full face shield on 
that helmet, too. Remember, though, you 
won't have any fun till you’re soaking 
wet on the outside (and mebbe a bit 
damp inside), so don’t be hanky-panky 
about a little water. Most kart engines 
are pretty well waterproofed in stock 
condition, but if yours doesn’t dig the 
dew try a rubber boot over the plug and 
a little water-proofing spray from the 
local auto store. 

Now that we’re out in the wet, what 
do we do? Many things presents them- 
selves for a small group (even two) of 
karters. Dig into the summer goody box 
and find some old ping pong balls. Set 
them afloat in a puddle and nail a tin 
can to the end of a two foot stick...a 
small can, mind you. Another can is 
placed at the end of a course infested 
with shallow water puddles, the distance 
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depending upon the areas available. 
Object of the game is to ladle as many 
of those elusive, bobbing ping pong balls 
as possible into the cup at the end on the 
stick, race around—or through! — the 
remaining puddles to the next can, 
deposit the balls and quickly return to 
the starting line. Time and the number 
of balls collected in a total of three turns 
for each contestant determine the win- 
ner and two sets of prizes are given, 
one for each division, time and balls. 
For the booby prize? A tall glass of 
water, naturally. Say...its looking a 
little cloudy outside right now! Let’s get 
on with the fun. 


Prizes for the December Contest are a set of 
Azusa Wheels, guaranteed to ride under water, 
courtesy of Azusa Engineering, 16200 Arrow 
Highway, Azusa, California. A pair of Live 
Drive rear wheels and a pair of Timken 
tapered bearing wheels with aluminum for 
lightness and steel for strength. These good- 
looking, buffed-rim wheels will really add to 
the appearance of any kart and sell for a low 
$11.00 per pair in the live axle design and 
but $15.00 a pair in the 4” diameter bearing 
wheels. Congratulations to our winner and best 
of luck to all our readers in the Kart magazine 
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| HE CAR ON THE BLOCK in this month's sketchpad series By Eugene T. Daniel 
i is the '49 Chevy fast back, although most of the ideas can 
| be applied to the ‘‘bustle back" model as well. The ‘49 through 
\) ‘51 Chevrolet is an interesting package to work with, so let's 
}| begin by modifying the lower portion of the rear fenders into 
j an “upsweep™ to relieve the ground hugging dive of the rear 
| end total. 













The top rear of the rear fender is “tucked” ond “‘fillited™ 
in visuol line with the rear deck cut, resulting in more har- 
monious continuity. 
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FAR OUT '4A9 


Scrap the bumper and instoll simple, clean looking nerf 
bors, thereby augmenting the whole rear end complement. To 
change the high and narrow appearance the top has been 
chopped several inches. The other major change is, of course, 
the front end. The lights are frenched, the hood has rounded 
corners and is filled and peaked (the peak line could run over 
the top and down to the rear license plate cavity). 

The grille mouth is built up and extended horizontally, 
giving more width to the car. Although straight chromed tubes 
are shown, this grille shell would facilitate countless brightwork 
innovations. To complete the outside picture, the car has reversed 
wheels and a slight rake front and rear — and don't forget the 
“glory tubes" extended underneath. @ 
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GOOD GREEVES 


continued from p. 55 


appearance, the front guard is also 
badly exposed and liable to destruction 
if the bike is violently dropped. For the 
majority of our test the front guard 
was removed, being replaced only for 
one desert run over territory flooded 
with rain the previous day. 

Heart of the Greeves is the potent 
fifteen-incher of 19 hp with 12:1 com- 
pression made for the cycle firm by 
Villiers, Ltd., an old line and world 
renowned engine manufacturer. The 
Mk. 33A single cylinder thumper is of 
two stroke design and was especially 
developed in cooperation with the 
Greeves company for the ardous usage 
ahead. An Amal Mono-bloc type 389 
carburetor with 1%,” venturi diameter 
provides a more than adequate fuel sup- 
ply, but can become a problem for the 
novice rider if the machine is lugged 
and loading-up occurs. To remedy the 
situation the machine must be stopped, 
laid over on the left side between the 
riders legs and the throttle opened wide 
until the blubbering ceases and the 
hearty whine of high revs returns. After 
being passed by a score of fellows he 
had worked hard to get ahead of in a 
cross country event the astute rider soon 
learns to gear it down and turn it up. 


The air filter is all-important in dusty 
country and the Greeves has a good one. 
A double element, plastic mesh unit is 
fitted directly to the carburetor. A fur- 
ther improvement has been seen in the 
field where coffee cans or small alumi- 
num pans have been added to further 
shield the cleaner elements from direct 
splashing or dirt blasts. 


Integral with the engine is the com- 
pact four-speed gearbox. The gear selec- 
tor is located in standard position on the 
right and the long arm provides good 
leverage for easy, positive shifts. Ratios 
are excellent for dirt useage with a 
“meaty” iow gear for hill duty. Over-all 
ratio allows about 70 mph in top cog 
which is fast enough for this rider’s 
money. 

General appearance is satisfactory 
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with some chrome, a lot of cadmium 
plate, unbuffed aluminum and dull 
chrome in evidence. The Moorland Blue 
paint is unexciting but the total effect 
is one of functionalism—a machine 
with a job to do. Helping it to do the 
job to the end is complete use of air- 
craft type lock-nuts throughout the 
cycle, a real necessity on the inherently 
vibrating 2-cycles, 

Without any particular familiariza- 
tion runs we entered the Greeves in a 
pair of 100+ mile hare and hound 
events to be run in Southern Califor- 
nia’s barren Mojave desert. At the drop 
of the banner the Greeves responded to 
our first jab at the starter crank and 
we were under way. Initial caution 
turned to surprise as we discovered the 
ease with which the small bike negoti- 
ated to brush strewn and unfamiliar 
territory. Power was excellent and we 
were able to stay in the chase with 
many of the front-running 40 inchers 
for the first several miles of cross coun- 
try. In long, galloping open country the 
Greeves could be run with the wick 
turned well up in third and fourth 
gears, the front suspension almost mir- 
aculously smoothing out the sand swells 
and unavoidable patches of grease- 
weed. In choppier stuff the nimble agil- 
ity of the short-coupled, 52” wheelbase, 





“So after you laughed in the Safety Inspector's 
face, then what happened?" 
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230 lb. peanut proved invaluable, but 
after numerous miles we began to 
understand how a ping pong ball must 
feel. The starkly upholstered saddle be- 
gan to tell as leg muscles must be used 
almost without relief to absorb shocks 
transmitted by the rear tire. For deep 
sand we found that sliding rearward on 
the saddle gave needed traction and 
with an already light front end the 
washes were negotiated in near unicyc- 
ling fashion. Steep hills proved a neme- 
sis until the hang of riding a small dis- 
placement bike was gained. On down- 
hill courses it was simple to cog a low 
gear and windmill down while deftly 
applying both brakes in gentle manner 
until power could be resumed. 


Plug fouling is a problem on the ring- 
dings and our test bike was equipped 
with three spark plugs in a modified 
stock head. A selection of heat ranges 
allowed shifting to the plug for the 
territory and if a plug fouled it was a 
simple matter to switch the high ten- 
sion lead to a fresh one, 


Going up long, rock infested hills was 
tricky what with a front tire which was 
inherently light refusing to point where 
you wished. Aggravated by the uphill 
condition it became necessary to lean 
forward into the bars to get the desired 
steering. Some clutch slippage was en- 
countered, perhaps a result of this 
rider’s dependance on the lever as a sub- 
stitute for accustomed horsepower, or a 
misadjusted unit in the particular 
machine, A survey of many Greeves 
owners in the area failed to indicate 
either clutch or other nagging short- 
comings in the line of Greeves bikes. 


A flywheel magneto is used and light- 
ing circuits are built into each engine 
for the rider who may wish to add 
street or enduro equipment, The low 
price of the Hawkstone Scrambler at 
$660. allows purchases of accessories 
while still holding the total to a $700 
figure. 

The Greeves offers a chance to get a 
lot of enjoyment for a relatively low 
cash outlay, maintenance is astound- 
ingly negligible and reliability assured. 
Put all the factors together and you’ve 





got a good Greeves, Charlie ® 
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MINIATURE MYSTERY 


continued from p. 47 


there are a lot of haulers around with 
a full collection like that under their 
tarps. You seen my truck, man?” 

“TI think I have!” I shouted, over my 
shoulder as I dashed out the door. “I’ll 
let you know when I know for sure!” 

Four minutes later, I had Eldon 
Fraser on the phone. “Listen, where is 
that joint located — that old warehouse 
Grimm was using awhole back?” 

“Redondo Beach, I think.” 

“That’s what I thought!” I yelped, 
hanging up and sprinting out to my 
iron at the curb, “Next stop — Redondo 
Beach!” 

There aren’t so many old warehouses 
in the town of Redondo Beach that it’s 
much of a job finding the one Grimm 
used. It stood on the edge of town, 
looking like a haunted headquarters for 
all the evil planning in the entire State 
of California. I cut the lights and the 
engine, coasting silently up to the 
deserted looking building. I sneaked 
through the door and went tippy-toe 
across the empty interior until I reach- 
ed a second storage area. It was full 
of cars of every imaginable make, model 
and year! There were stock cars! There 
were streetsters! Dragsters! Rail jobs 

continued on p. 64 
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of every variety! Karts! Mini-bikes! 
There were even a couple of Greyhound 
buses and a fire engine! 

And, unless I had badly missed my 
guess, all these wheels were hotter than 
pebbles from Hades! 

Suddenly, the lights clicked on bril- 
liantly. A few feet away stood Grimm, 
boldly glaring at me and holding a 
spray-can. 

“What you want, man?” he growled. 

I spotted what I wanted on the top 
of a crate. I ran over to it and picked 
up the model freighter sitting on it 
between the two other models which had 
put our annual Show down in flames. 
Quickly, I pulled off the tiny tarp. The 
truck’s bed was tightly packed with 
miniature copies of Rod & Custom 
magazine, all of them perfect replicas! 

“IT don’t know how you did it,” I 
yelled, waving the model, “but you stole 
this truck! You stole the others, too! 
And you somehow shrank them down to 
quarter-inch scale! And that’s what you 
figure on doing with all these other 
irons you’ve pilfered! Fie, Grimm! For 
shame, Grimm! Boy, are the fuzz gonna 
be glad to hear about —” 

Without warning, Grimm pointed the 
spray-can at me and pressed the button. 
Instantly, I was enveloped in a blinding, 
choking cloud of greenish spray. Gasp- 
ing and staggering, I finally fell to the 
floor. I felt strange. I felt dizzy! Every- 
thing was losing its perspective, every- 
thing seemed to be growing larger 
around me. I closed my eyes hard, try- 
ing to ignore the weird sensation that 
invaded my entire body, 

“You ain’t gonna tell nobody nothin’!” 
boomed Grimm’s voice. It sounded like 
it was coming from a thousand feet in 
the air. 

I opened my eyes — and screamed! I 
had shrunk to about two-inches high! 
Nearby, Grimm towered miles over me, 
his gigantic face leering down at me 
like some enormous nightmare! 

“Put me down! Put me down!” I piped 
shrilly, as Grimm swept me up in the 
huge palm of his giant’s hand. 

“Man, I already put you down!” 
boomed Grimm. “I put you down any- 
more and there ain’t gonna be anything 
left of you! Har de har! har!” 
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MINIATURE MYSTERY 


continued 


Suddenly, the warehouse door burst 
open and the place was swarming with 
cops and my club buddies, led by Panky 
Wilson. Grimm hurled me high into the 
air and turned to run. As I hurtled 
downward, I caught a glance of cops 
pinning Grimm to the floor. The floor! 
I saw it rushing up to smash me into 
eternity! But, then, I wasn’t falling 
anymore. I sat up carefully. Panky 
Wilson’s big, blue eyes watched me dis- 
believingly on a level with his palm 
where I sat. 

“Sheeesh! Clyde, you’re a model to 
end all models! After you phoned Eldon, 
we figured you might need help so we —” 

“Never mind!” I peeped, “See if you 
can find some kind of an antidote! 
There’s gotta be something that'll bring 
me back to normal size! I can’t go 
through life two-inches tall!” 

I was wrong. There isn’t any anti- 
dote, Grimm hit his head on the floor 
when the fuzz tackled him and he can’t 
even remember what he put into the 
shrinkage-formula,. But things are work- 
ing out like things usually do. 

Gilpin Grimm is making little ones 
out of big ones up on the County Jail 
rock farm. I’ve adjusted to being two- 
inches tall for the rest of my life and 
it’s a pretty promising future at that! 
Panky and Eldon are dickering with Ed 
Sullivan now and I may be featured on 
his show as the world’s smallest, richest 
hot rodder! 

Well, either you’ve got it or you 
haven’t got it. You know how it is! @ 
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RODDERS ALL...? 


by Don Jolley 

































































Tale BY BOB PENDERGAST 


t chatter 


ORE TWO-WHEELED equipment is viewed within the pages 

of R&C than any other automotive enthusiast’s magazine. 
Have you ever wondered why? 

The first thing to come to mind is that Editor Wineland is a 
motorcyclist; this is no news to me, because I sold him his first 
bike. But there’s more to it than that, and I think it’s important 
all you R&C’ers should know. 

To really appreciate driving, you have to learn to ride, Every- 
one I’ve ever known who started riding said their driving immedi- 
ately underwent a drastic change. For instance: on a two-wheeler 
in metropolitan traffic you feel like “Bambi” on opening day of 
deer season, Everybody’s after you! After a few miles of being 
alternately chased, lunged at, and stepped-in-front-of, you get the 
message: Motorcyclists are second-class citizens in the city, 

Consequently, you acquire new driving habits on the cycles that 
are carried over when you slip behind the wheel of your car again. 
For one thing, you “drive” half a mile down the road, instead of 
half a block. Your powers of observation are immeasurably sharp- 
ened, You keer a more respectable distance behind the car ahead. 
You'll find yourself slowing between signals so as to catch the next 
light on the green (economy run style). Best of all, you’ll find you 
enjoy your car all the more due to these new techniques you’ve 
picked-up “motoring.” 

And if competition is your goal— wow! All you karters and 
sports car cats can lend an ear: To a motorcyclist, who has learned 
to live with just two wheels, what’s a little slide with four under 
him? A few sessions out in the dirt to get the hang of “crossing it 
up” on the bike, and you’ll never ever again push the panic button 
when the tail comes ’round on any four-wheeler. If you really prac- 
tice it up, someday (I’m still trying, myself) you may master the 
art of the two-wheel drift! There is such a thing; I’ve seen it done. 
The front wheel is turned to the inside of the curve (understeer, 
yet!) with both wheels sliding. Everytime I’ve seen it, the rider was 
a pro dirt track star, and he was hauling. Just think of how “gut- 
tsy” you’d get in your kart or TR-2 with four wheels under you 
after you’d learned to drift with two/ 

Anyhow, as the old saying goes, “Don’t knock it ’till you’ve 
tried it.” It’s not necessary to spend a fortune on an all-black 
wardrobe, complete with embroidered eagles and such. Perfectly 
ordinary Levi’s will do quite nicely—and even if you stay just 
casually interested in bikes, and continue to dig rods and customs, 
you'll have lot’s of company, ’cause that’s the way Wineland, myself, 
and a host of other enthusiasts see it, Grab onto a set of bars and 
dare to be different! @ — bp 
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7960 GRAND TIATIOUAL GHAMTIPION 
60 LAG 


Go Kart 800 is THE Grand National Champion, winning 
Sweepstakes at both Grand Nationals, winning 6 Na- 
tional Class Championships, and establishing 8 Grand 
National Track Records. 


Here's proof of the preven Go Kart 800 — 


GKCA 1960 Sweepstake Champion and Super C Champion 

wane eee Sweepstake Champion, and Class A, Super B, and C 
mpion 

Kart International, Mexicali, Mexico, Sweepstake Champion 

Tecate Enduro, Mexico, 1960, 5 of first 7 

Escalon ae Annual Jamboree, 1960, Class A, Super A, and C 
m pion 
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